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Highlights 

 The al-Qaeda leadership criticizes Bahrain Conference and the “deal of the Century” that clarified that 

Palestine and Jerusalem are an integral part of Islamic lands and are non-negotiable. Per the leadership, 

the Bahrain Conference prove that the Palestinians are having a very difficult time because of multiple 

plots against them and therefore Muslims must stand beside them and assist them with their jihad, 

whether through bearing arms against Zionist and American interests or through financial support. The 

leadership stressed that it was the duty if the clerics to clarify to the Muslim nation that “jihad against 

the Zionist Jews and the crusading Americans is an individual duty” and the crusading-Zionism (and its 

allies) must be defeated not just in Palestine but on all Muslim lands (e.g. Afghanistan). 

 Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, al-Qaeda leader, called upon Muslims worldwide to show solidarity with the 

Kashmiri Muslims and support them due to their persecution by the Indian and Pakistani regimes. He 

also called jihadi activists in Kashmir to strengthen their relationship with jihadists in other countries to 

beef up jihadi activities in Kashmir. 

 Harun Abbas, the new leader of Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind, affiliated with al-Qaeda in Kashmir, accused 

the Pakistani regime of attempting to sabotage jihad in Kashmir and called all jihadi factions to form an 

independent Shura council to decide on the retaliatory responses. 

 Within the framework of operation “The Best Outcome is Reserved for Those who Trust Allah” ISIS 

activists in the various provinces (e.g. Yemen, Tunisia) renewed their pledge of allegiance to al-Bghdadi.  

 ISIS debates the importance of acquiring accurate long-range missiles and bomb carrying UAVs. Per the 

organization, acquiring such weaponry will carry the campaign over into enemy territory and will put fear 

in his midst. Further, those weapons may either be bought or manufactured. In light of the above the 

organization called upon Muslims with relevant knowledge and skills to immigrate to an ISIS province 

and assist with this build-up. 

 Jihadists in Idlib who are close with Hayat Tahrir al-Sham and Kharas al-Din (the al-Qaeda extension in 

Syria) launch a campaign titled al-Khandaq (the trench) aimed at “protecting the Syrian revolution and 

fight the Russians’ evil campaign […]”. The campaign raised funds and manpower from the civilian 

population in Idlib to dig tunnels and trenches to defend the region from enemy forces invasion. 
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Publications 

Ideology 

Publications by Al-Qaeda  

 Al-Sahab media outlet select publications: 

o A banner titled “Jerusalem Unites the Muslims: An Announcement on a Workshop Regarding the 

Great Treachery in Bahrain to Sell Palestine”. At the outset the banner proclaimed that Palestine is 

an integral part of the “great Islamic homeland”, the third holiest place for Islam where Muhammad 

reached on his nocturnal journey from Mecca to Jerusalem. Per the leadership, the Palestinians are 

going through a difficult time due to multiple plots to eliminate the Palestinian problem, as is evident 

from Bahrain Conference where “Zionist Arabs” (i.e. Arabic regimes who wish to promote the “Deal 

of the Century”) took part. Al-Qaeda leadership emphasized that this was an emergency that 

required every Muslim to maintain the unity of the ranks, stand with the Palestinians and assist their 

jihad whether bearing arms actively or via financial support. Additionally, the leadership called upon 

Muslims to hit Zionist and American interest hard. Further, the leadership called upon the clerics to 

do their jobs and clarify that whomever assists infidels against Muslims is an infidel himself. They are 

also required to promote the faith in the singularity of Allah and clarify that Islam will only win 

through Dawah and jihad, oppose democratic elections, make clear to the Islamic nation that “the 

jihad against the Zionist Jews and the crusading Americans is an individual duty”  and that this 

individual duty applies to all Muslims in every Islamic territory including Kashmir, Philippines, 

Afghanistan, Chechnya, Central Asia, Iraq, Levant, Arabian peninsula, Somalia, Northern Africa, 

Turkistan and Islam needs to defeat them until all infidels will have abandoned and left the Islam’s 

lands. The leadership further implored the clerics to enlist people for a jihad against Israel until 

Palestine will be liberated and oppose the Bahrain Conference, as by this opposition they will prove 

that jihad isn’t a local but rather a global issue. At the end of the banner the leadership reiterated its 

call assist the Palestinians and foil the “Deal of the Century”1. 

o A clip showing Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, al-Qaeda leader titled “Don’t Forget Kashmir”. In the clip 

al-Zawahiri accuses the Pakistani regime of taking orders from the U.S. which is manifested in its 

attempts to oppress the Kashmiri jihadists, providing intelligence to the U.S. regarding the Islamic 

Emirate of Afghanistan and more. In his opening statement, Zawahiri addressed the suffering of the 

Kashmiri Muslims by the hands of the India and Pakistan. Per him, the Islamic nation must express 

solidarity with the Kashmiri Muslims and support them against their seventy years long oppression. 

He stressed that the “the aggression against Kashmir is considered as an aggression against the 

Islamic nation much like any aggression against any Muslim land is considered as an attack against 

Kashmir. We are one nation physical borders do not differentiate us and the same applies to national 

                                                 
1 6.7.19 Telegram. 
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borders. He added that the assistance to jihad in Kashmir, Philippines, Chechnya, Central Asia, Iraq, 

Levant, Arabian Peninsula, Somalia, North Africa and Turkestan is an individual duty of each Muslim 

to be carried out until the Americans and their allies are defeated. That said, he called upon Muslims 

to assist the jihad in Kashmir, Kashmiri jihadists to strengthen their relationship with jihadists from 

other neighboring theatres all in order to beef up jihadi activity in Kashmir2. 

 

 
Al-Zawahiri’s speech on Kashmir 

 
 

 Bayt al-Maqdis media outlet, acting on behalf of Gazan Salafist and close with al-Qaeda published a book 

titled “Days with the Imam [UBL]”. The book is an anthology of eight speeches by Ayman al-Zawahiri 

over the past years reminiscing about UBL3. 

 Khayr al-Umma media outlet, assisting al-Qaeda’s propaganda effort published an article by an unknown 

Egyptian publicist called Umm Umar al-Kinaniyya. In her article she criticized the Tunisian government 

for its prohibition on wearing Burqas in public for public safety reasons. Per her, the Tunisian government 

has been conducting for years a fierce war against Sharia and any manifestation of Islam due to its wishes 

to separate state and church. She further clarified that continuing to oppress Islamic symbols only divide 

the Islamic nation and will lead to a civil war. She called upon Muslim women to defy the prohibition4. 

 

Publications by the Islamic State 

 

 ISIS continued its campaign “The Best Outcome is Reserved for Those Who Trust Allah” started in June 

2019. Within the framework of the campaign various provinces of the organization as well jihadist in 

other territories renewed their pledge of allegiance to al-Baghdadi. The media outlets that assist the 

organization with its propaganda also promoted the campaign through posting banners and photographs 

on the subject. During July pledges of allegiance to al-Baghdadi took place in the following regions: 

o Azerbaijan – jihadists in the region threatened to exact revenge on the government for its 

                                                 
2 9.7.19 Telegram. 
3 11.7.19. https://bayaan.info/archives/3265. 
4 14.7.19 Telegram. 

https://bayaan.info/archives/3265
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cooperation with Iran and the west and for persecuting Muslims in the country5. 

o Libya province– in addition to their pledge of allegiance several activists interviewed and stressed 

the importance of unity in the ranks of the organization6. 

o Turkey province – the activists threatened to hurt Erdogan whom they said was seeking glory through 

forging alliance with the crusaders and promised to keep on the fight with the U. S7. 

o Tunisia – in addition to their pledge of allegiance the activists said they were determined to fight for 

Allah and called all Muslims to wake up and fulfil their jihad duty8. 

o Somalia province9 - Abd al-Qadir Mumin, the province leader, issued a clip saying that his extension 

carried out several military activities in various regions in Somalia against the enemies of Islam such 

as the Somali military and the Somali al-Qaeda extension. Further, his extension has been successful 

in attracting new recruits. Per him, ISIS contends with complex challenges which should be 

interpreted as being tested by god and therefore one must be patient and overcome them. The Abd 

al-Faqir media outlet that assists ISIS with its propaganda posted a banner with Mumin’s photograph 

and praises for the gallant endurance of the activities. 

o Central Africa province – a clip documenting activists pledging allegiance to al-Baghdadi in Congo 

and Mozambique. The organization’s spokesman, Abu Abd al-Rahman, mentioned that there was 

increasing importance to forming the Califate since this is an institution that signifies the unity of 

Islam whereas the enemies of Islam such as the U.N. are working to divide the Islamic nation10.  

o Yemen province – Abu Walid al-Muhajir, spokesman for the organization, said that the province was 

one of the first provinces of ISIS. Eh also said that his extension attacked some of the enemies of 

Islam in Yemen such as the Houthi militias11.  

 

 
 

Right to left: Pledges of allegiance in Azerbaijan and Libya 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
5 2.7.19 Telegram 
6 6.7.19 Telegram. 
7 10.7.19 Telegram. 
8 16.7.19 Telegram. 
9 20.7.19 Telegram. 
10 24.7.19 Telegram. 
11 27.7.19 Telegram. 
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Right to left: Pledges of allegiance in Turkey and Tunisia 
 
 

 
 

Right to left: Pledges of allegiance in Somalia; the Abd al-Faqir banner 

 
 

 
 

Right to left: Pledges of allegiance in Central Africa and Yemen 
 

 
 

 Al-Battar media outlet, assisting ISIS propaganda published a clip titled “Revenge of the Virtuous” where 

they called ISIS members to hurt Kurdish militias, PKK in particular, inter alia for violating the honor of 

ISIS women located in their territory12.   

 Amaq media outlet, owned by ISIS published an infographic containing information about ISIS attacks 

since the beginning of 2019. For example, it said that the organization carried out 1,800 attacks, killed 

and maimed more than 8,000 people and destroyed approximately 834 armored vehicles13. 

                                                 
12 26.7.19 Telegram. 
13 24.7.19. https://pastethis.to/mam0kmOcmko9A 

https://pastethis.to/mam0kmOcmko9A
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The Aamaq infographic 

 
 

Opinion Leaders in the Jihadist Discourse 

This section deals with the statements of opinion of several clerics, military commanders and 

publicists affiliated with Salafi-jihadist terrorist organizations seeking to shape the jihadist 

discourse and influence thoughts and actions in the field. The statements and their publication 

received a large number of views among global jihad activists, hence their importance. 

 

Qaeda, below the words: “Follow Their Guidance”. The poster was published on -The photo shows prominent ideologues affiliated with Al
  Qaeda-Umma media group, which is involved in media for Al-social networks by the Khayr al 

 

 Sheikh Abu Qatada al-Filastini published the following on his Telegram channel14: 

o A correspondence regarding the importance of understanding the religious dimension in campaigns. 

Per the writer, the Arab Spring revolts were conducted without understanding that jihad is a major 

religious element which has a key role in the campaign. Per him, this lack of understanding applies 

                                                 
14 July, 2019. Telegram. 
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to the campaign against the Jewish state. In other words, had the Muslim rulers conducted 

themselves according to Muhammad’s way and stuck with jihad then they would have won. 

o Criticizing the demeanor of European regimes, the UK in particular (as was personally witnessed by 

him while incarcerated there), towards Muslim detainees. Per the writer, the western regimes tend 

to extradite Muslim prisoners to other countries such as the U.S. after having served some time in 

their jails. That extradition constitutes injustice towards the detainees. The above correspondence 

saw light on the backdrop of Mullah Krekar (Iraqi Islamist)’s arrest in Oslo and the intention of the 

Norwegian authorities to extradite hm to Italy after a court there sentenced him to twelve years in 

jail. 

o A correspondence regarding a talk Abu Qatada had with an unnamed person on the various global 

jihadi groups. That person argued that the fact that various groups around the world are calling for 

the liberation of Jerusalem attests to their global status. Abu Qatada’s response was that in that 

context, the entire world considers all Islamists as blood thirsty jihadi terrorists. 

 

 Select publications of Sheikh Hani Sibaai, a senior Salafi cleric identified with al-Qaeda15: 

o Videotaped sermons on various topics: Accusing the Saudi Royals of westernization, cultivating a 

culture of hedonism and hurting the concept of the singularity of god; accusing the Tunisian regime 

of secularizing the country and limiting Quran studies; boosting the Idlib jihadists’ morale in the face 

of the Russian aggression and Shiite militias; accusing Al-Jazeera for distributing fake news regarding 

growing ties between the Bahraini regime and al-Qaeda in an attempt to eliminate Shiite leaders as 

well cultivating their relationship with the Saudi regime. The writer stressed that al-Qaeda doesn’t 

cultivate relationship with any of these regimes and clarified that one must not perceive him as a 

member of al-Qaeda but rather as an independent activist acting for the benefit of the oppressed; 

criticizing Islamists who are willing to compromise and forego basic Islamic tenets for the benefit of 

secular organs within the regime such as their acceptance of a democratic rule; criticizing the Turkish 

authorities for deporting Syrian immigrants; criticizing the Moroccan royals for integrating French 

themes and content into the Moroccan education system. 

 

 Select publications by Sheikh Abd al-Razek al-Mahdi, close with Hayat Tahrir al-Sham16: 

o A banner announcing the launch of a campaign titled The Trench (al-Khandaq) aimed at “protecting 

the Syrian revolution and fighting the evil Russian campaign to take over Idlib that shows strong 

resilience”. The banner called Idlib residents to assist the jihadi activists and join the militias and 

various jihadi factions such as al-Jabha-al-Watanya, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, Jaysh al-Izza and the joint 

                                                 
15 July, 2019.Telegram. 
16 July, 2019.Telegram. 
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operations center Haridh al-Muminin. At the end of the banner the writer posted a contact phone 

number as well as names of leading Idlib clerics in charge of the campaign such as Abd al-Razek al-

Mahdi, Abu Muhammad al-Sadeq, Annes Aiyrut, Matzlakh al-Aliani and Abdallah al-Mouhseini. In 

another correspondence in that campaign al-Mahdi called Idlib residents to dig trenches to help 

deflect the enemy attacks an in yet another correspondence he called to donate money. For example, 

he wrote that he was in the habit of conducting tours on the various fighting fronts in each of which 

he carried between $1,000-$1,500 that he distributed to the mujahidin however “this was a very 

small amount compared to the number of mujahidin….and therefore every on of them had to settle 

for 5,000 Syrian Lira”. In light of the above he asked to donate money so that he can increase the 

amounts he was distributing to the jihadi fighters. He added that every donor if he so wished will be 

able to hand deliver his donation personally. 

 
Left to right: The Trench campaign; Al-Mahdi in one of the trenches 

 

o A correspondence cautioning the Muslims in Turkey not to contact  Sheikh Mahmoud al-Hut (a senior 

Syrian Sufi sheikh with many followers on Syria). Per al-Mahdi, al-Hut is an Assad envoy and 

frequently travels to Turkey  to strengthen the legitimacy of the Assad regime and therefore needs 

to be avoided. 

o An address to the jihadists and all Muslims to act for the liberation of the Assad regime prisoners. 

Per him, Assad’s prisons house some 400,000 inmates who suffer torture and abuse and not only 

that the Assad regime wishes to exterminate them by poisoning their food and bombing their jails. 

o A call to the leaders of jihadist factions in Syria to attack villages, markets and areas with civilian 

population that supports the Assad regime as it is a pillar of support for Assad. Per him, revenge must 

be exacted against the Syrian and Russian forces for their attacks on the civilian population in Idlib. 

He mentioned that “destroying just one Alawi village of all their villages is a guarantee for the 

discontinuation of the attacks. He also called for attacks on Kmeimim Air Base (Latakiya, south east 

Syria). 

o A clip showing al-Mahdi takes part in a graduation ceremony for graduates of Quran Studies program 

that trained them as preachers at the al-Shafi Institute. 
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o A correspondence where al-Mahdi emphasizes that the Kurds and the Arabs have fraternity and 

partnership. Per him, the Kurdish problem is limited to the Marxist Kurdish militias. For example, he 

revealed a letter he received from a Muslim Kurd that stressed that the Islamic nation is one without 

any racial differences and that Marxist Kurdish militias are infidels. 

 

 Select publications of Sheikh al-Mouhseini, a senior Salafi cleric in Idlib close with Hayat Tahrir al-Sham 

and al-Qaeda: 

o An address to Muslims to assist with the above The Trench (al-Khandaq) campaign. Per the writer 

the campaign ahs two main goals: (i) fortifying dangerous areas by digging trenches and tunnels and 

assistance with strengthening the frontlines; (ii) incorporate as many residents as possible into the 

defense of the liberated regions under the slogan “we all mujahidin today” the writer added that the 

campaign may be assisted via donations, disseminating propaganda on social media. Per him, this 

will fortify the defense capabilities of the mujahidin and will put fear in the Alawi and Russians. He 

stressed that the mujahidin’s victory in Idlib is a victory for the entire Islamic nation not just the Syrian 

jihadists. 

 

 
An al-Mouhseini clip calling to donate to The Trench campaign posted on his Telegram account 

 

o In this context al-Mouhseini shared correspondence by a Palestinian jihadist regarding tunnels. That 

Palestinian claimed that the tunnels provide protection and assist with overcoming the enemy’s air 

superiority “Gaza has turned into two cities, one above ground and a second underground. This has 

caused the enemy leaders to think twice before invading Gaza and consider the price their defeatist 

soldiers will pay once they get involved in the Gazan mud…”. Per the Palestinian, the mujahidin in 

Idlib must start tunneling as soon as possible because if the enemy will decide to invade Idlib they 

will have no protection from aerial bombardments other than the tunnels. Additionally, al-Mouhseini 

shared other similar correspondence by other jihadists, Palestinian and others as well as video clips 

of Idlib residents supporting the campaign and digging tunnels. 
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Right to left: A clip shared by al-Mouhesini where the girl supports The Trench campaign; A photograph showing disabled people giving a hand to 

The Trench campaign 

 

o Further, within the framework of The Trench campaign he called Muslim in Syria, the Gulf, Turkey 

and other country to donate for the campaign. Per him every little bit counts towards the mujahidin’s 

victory in Idlib. He asked any potential donor to connect with him via WhatsApp or Telegram. In 

another correspondence he published names of Muslim donors from Turkey, the Gulf states, Egypt, 

Germany and other countries. In another correspondence he said that the cost of digging a tunnel is 

$15,000 and it takes four hours to dig. 

 
Banners posted for The Trench campaign containing details on donation amounts ($100-$1,000) to be used for buying tools for tunneling 

 

 Select publications of Sheikh Abu al-Fatah al-Faraali, the supervisor of the shura council of Hayat Tahrir 

al-Sham in Syria17: 

o Replying to a question whether one is allowed to cut a prayer short due to a battle erupting during 

prayer or should the worshipper repeat the same prayer. Per al-Faraali being in battle doesn’t allow 

a worshipper to cut it short and therefore one must repeat it if it was interrupted by a fight. 

                                                 
17 July 2019, Telegram. 
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o An announcement by Supreme Fatwa Council in Syria forbidding joining groups and military units 

under Alawi or Russian control. 

o Replying to a question whether Muslim victory is decided in battle and whether it can contradict 

sharia. Per al-Faraali the victory is twofold: winning on the battlefield and implementing sharia. 

o Calling mujahidin to leverage momentum and success in battle to keep liberating additional regions 

in Syria. 

o Calling to avid inner Muslim conflict during the fights with the Alawi regime. 

 

 Select publications of Abu Basir al-Tartusi, a Syrian jihadist18: 

o Response to a Russian aerial attack on sheikh al-Mouhseini that per al-Tartusi managed to escape 

unharmed. 

o Criticizing latter clerics, particularly Wahabi, who want to revolutionize the Islamic tradition and 

heritage and mislead young people. 

o A call to free the Iraqi sheikh Mullah Krekar, arrested with his family by the Norwegians. 

o Addressing the deteriorating living conditions in Iraq that, per him, stem from the fact that Iraq (like 

Lebanon and Yemen) are ruled by a Shiite minority. 

 

o Criticizing Muhammad Rateb al-Nablusi (Syrian cleric) that argued that reconciliation is the solution 

for the conflict in Syria.. Per al-Tartusi, al-Nablusi legitimizes the silence in face of the atrocities the 

Assad regime perpetrates against the Syrian people. 

 Select publications of Tarik Abd al-Haleem, close with al-Qaeda19:  

o A series of tweets titled “Us and Our Hidden Power”. In the tweets al-Haleem addresses the hidden 

power of Muslims which includes ambition loyalty and valor. 

o A post saying that one must continue believing in Allah however simultaneously continue acting to 

effect change in the Arab countries. 

o Criticizing Hamas rule in Gaza and for the relationship this organization cultivates with Iran. 

 

 

Manuals   

 Al-Saqri media outlet, assisting ISIS with its propaganda posted an announcement calling people to enroll 

into an online bomb making course (beginner to advanced levels). For registration it provided a link to a 

Telegram account. Another announcement notified of a physical fitness course (beginner to advanced 

levels) for any fighter or potential recruit20. 

                                                 
18 July 2019, Telegram. 
19 July 2019, Facebook. 
20 8.7.19 Telegram. 
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Left to right: the banner for the physical fitness course 

 The jihadi forum Shumukh al-Islam identified with ISIS published an RDX constructing manual, a 

Nitrosamine type explosive in used various industrial and military applications21. 

 An ISIS supporting Telegram channel posted a manual in Spanish on the ways to use knives for stabbing 

passersby in the west. The manual contains previously published ISIS tutorial in Rumiyah magazine22.  

 

Strategy 

 ISIS published in its official magazine, al-Naba (Vol. 189, P. 3) article on the importance of acquiring and 

developing long range weaponry, especially accurate long-range missiles that can inflict severe damage 

on the enemy. It quoted Quran verses and Hadiths that seem to support the argument that Allah 

instructed his followers to develop weapons that will scare the enemy and inflict severe damage on it. 

Further, the article argues that weapons may be bought or manufactured. Moreover, during the 

development process one must focus on three aspects: range, accuracy, and destruction capabilities. The 

writer stressed that today’s enemy is more protected and therefore the weapons to be developed must 

be capable of penetrating the enemy’s fortifications. For example, using missiles is a very effective means 

to carry the battle to the enemy’s territory and wreak havoc on the one hand, and reduce the risk to 

mujahidin’s lives on the other. The writer added that in several regions in Iraq ISIS activists managed to 

terrorize villagers by launching mortars at their villages and fields. At the end of the article, the writer 

reiterates that the mujahidin must concentrate their efforts on developing firing capabilities, especially 

a variety of missiles and UAVs that can carry varied armament. He explained that “obtaining strong fire 

power able to reach long distance accurately and hit the enemy on its own territory will lead to a big 

                                                 
21 22.7.19. https://shamukh.net/forum/%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%B1-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AE/3554656-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%A9-%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%B9-
%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%B3-rdx 
22 5.7.19 Telegram. 

https://shamukh.net/forum/%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AE/3554656-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%A9-%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%B3-rdx
https://shamukh.net/forum/%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AE/3554656-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%A9-%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%B3-rdx
https://shamukh.net/forum/%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AE/3554656-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%A9-%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%B3-rdx
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change in the layout of the battlefield everywhere”. The writer clarified that the difficulty in obtaining 

such weaponry is not insurmountable and ISIS members who are taking part in manufacturing weapons 

can develop such capabilities. That said, the writer called upon Muslims with relevant knowledge and 

skills to immigrate to ISIS’ various provinces to assist the organization in this matter23. 

 

 
 

The article in al-Naba Vol. 189, P. 3 

 
 
 Vol. 192 of al-Naba contained an article titled “Beware: Traps in the Way of Jihad” advising operatives 

how to plan attacks on enemy targets considering limiting reality. At the outset the writer stressed that 

the planning of a military attack involves the selection of a target that is important to the enemy and the 

attackers’ capabilities. He added that jihadists have the following options when planning an attack: 

o Focusing on a large number of small operations conducted in a large area, neglecting massive 

offensives due to difficulties of execution and budgetary constrain. 

o Focusing on a small number of massive offensives, neglecting small operations due to their weaker 

impact. 

o Focusing on small operations against high value targets over a long period of time. 

o Focusing on massive offensive that are somewhat limited in scope without neglection the small 

operations. 

o Arbitrary attacks, whether massive or small. 

Further, the writer discusses the pros and cons of each option and mentions that ISIS’ fight with the 

“crusading  countries” ranges between the third and the fifth option above24. 

 

 Al-Saqri media outlet for military studies, assisting with ISIS propaganda posted a correspondence calling 

to poison food and water sources in the west as part of the war against the enemies of Islam. 

                                                 
23 Al-Naba, Vol. 189, P.3. 
24 Al-Naba, Vol. 192, P3. 
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A photograph uploaded to Telegram to encourage the poisoning western food and water sources 

 

 Al-Murhafat media outlet, assisting with ISIS propaganda published a booklet titled “The Legitimacy of 

Destroying Land, Property and Factories of the Enemy” by Sheikh Abu Abdullah al-Muhajir. The booklet 

was published in light of al-Baghdadi’s call to switch to attrition and guerilla warfare against enemy forces 

at the end of April 2019. Since then there has been a growing trend of torching grains and agricultural 

land and the booklet provides religious justifications for such actions. 

 
 

 
 

The cover of “The Legitimacy of Destroying Land, Property and Factories of the Enemy” 

 
 

Magazines 

 Vol. 161 of al-Sumoud, the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan’s publication. Among other, the stories dealt 

with the following: Mujahidin guarantee of civilian safety; the mujahidin’s plan to thwart enemy attacks; 

an interview with Salah al-Din the former military charge of Fariab province on his escape from prison; 

critique of the UNAMA report of civilian casualties in Afghanistan; Afghani women’s rights; a reference 
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to the death of Muhammad Mursi, leader of the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood and former president25. 

 

 
 

Al-Sumoud’s July issue 

 

 

 July issue of Nawai Afghan Jihad, published by AQIS (al-Qaeda Indian Subcontinent)26. 

 

 
 

Nawai Afghan Jihad’s July issue 

 

 Al- Sahab media outlet (an al-Qaeda affiliate) issued Vol. 30 of the periodical al-Nafir. The issue was 

dedicated to praise and support jihadists in Syria. It was written that the latter play an important role in 

defending the Islamic nation and fulfil their duty of jihad as their ancestors have. At the end it was written 

that Allah accompanies the jihadist all along their journey27. 

 Vol. 18 of Baytuki, the al-Qaeda women’s magazine saw light. That issue had the following stories: 

diagnosing relationship problems with one’s spouse; the importance of conducting a mild conversation 

with one’s spouse so as not alienate him; advise for a wife on proper demeanor vis a vis her husband; 

                                                 
25 21.7.19 Telegram 
26 22.7.19 Telegram. 
27 7.7.19 Telegram. 



 

 19 

advise on elective prayers; the importance of giving water to infants; rules for righteous upbringing of 

girls28. 

 

 
 

Baytaq’s cover page 

 

 

 Vols. 189-192 of al-Naba, ISIS’ official publication came out. They included reports and reviews of the 

organization’s military activity in the various theatres as well as messages and op-eds and shahid 

memorial stories of former members in areas such as Khurasan29. 

o The opening article of Vol. 189 was dedicated to the importance of developing long-range accurate 

missiles that can wreak havoc on the enemy30. 

o The opening article of Vol. 190 was dedicated to the importance of the level piety of jihadists. Per 

the writer, strong faith grants the jihadist with mental strength and willingness to sacrifice his life for 

Allah without hesitation, contrary to a Muslim whose faith is weak and filled with scepticism. The 

writer also condemned the Sufi that believe that jihad is not as important and, in this world, it is 

enough to get to Allah through spiritual development31.   Another article was dedicated to the life 

story of the shahid Abu Asim al-Sudani who emigrated from Sudan to Libya to fight for ISIS and where 

he died32.  

o The opening article of Vol. 191 dealt with criticizing Syrian jihadi factions that expressed support for 

Hamas. Per the writer, such support is an abomination and driven by a narrow utilitarian interest and 

clarified that Hamas is in fact part of the Muslim Brotherhood whose members, over the years, have 

forged alliances with tyrants who butchered Sunni civilians (e.g. their  alliance with Gamal Abd al-

Nasr in 1952, their alliance with Saddam Hussein, The Iranian regime under Khomeini and today with 

Erdogan’s regime). The writer added these arrays of alliances is fragile and may change at any 

                                                 
28 1.7.19 Telegram. 
29 July 2019 Telegram. 
30 For expansion see the Strategy chapter of this update. 
31 Al-Naba, Vol. 190, P. 3. 
32 Al-Naba, Vol. 190, P. 9-10. 
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moment like what has happened with the Saudi regime that supported the Muslin Brotherhood but 

turned on them after a while. At the end of the article the writer clarified that contrary to that 

phenomenon, ISIS fighters know who their enemies are and therefore they are fighting the Shiite in 

Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Syria and Yemen “their war on all these fronts is [in fact] one war and their 

enemy is still one [religious] group” and their war with the crusader coalition is the same. Per the 

writer, this trend teaches us that ISIS is one cohesive group, i.e. sticks with the tenets of Islam and 

fights anything that opposes them, whereas other Muslim groups attribute themselves as jihadis 

without any justification.33 

o The opening article of Vol. 192 dealt with the Shiite militias in Iraq that were described as deterred 

from confronting ISIS fighters. Per the writer, the Iraqi militias today are embroiled in a guerrilla war 

that grinds and scares them. For example, their bases, camps and access roads have become targets 

for attacks, a trend that scares not just the Shiite but also their crusading allies and all of them are 

afraid of ISIS retaking their cities. Per the writer, ISIS fighters should rejoice at this trend which 

signifies an increase of the number of their victories. 

 Al-Burhan media outlet affiliated with ISIS in al-Hind province (AKA Jund al-Khalifa Hind) launched a 

new publication titled The Voice. Among others, the importance of fulfilling the duty of jihad against the 

Indian security forces in Kashmir34.   

 
 

 
 

The Voice’s cover page 
 

 Vols. 9-10 of Shabab al-Khilafa (published by an umbrella organization of media outlets assisting with 

ISIS propaganda and have members such as Mussasat al-Dar, al-Abd al-Faqir, al-Battar, Mussasat al-

Saqri and Mussasat Sarh al-Khilafa) saw light. The issues contained a review of propaganda materials 

disseminated by the member groups in the past two months35. 

 
 

                                                 
33 Al-Naba, Vol. 191, P. 3. 
34 1.7.19 Telegram. 
35 8.7.19 Telegram. 
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Shabab al-Khilafa cover pages 

 

 Vols. 56-59 of Ibaa, a Hayat Tahrir al-Sham publication, saw light. In July the organization published five 

issues. They included reports, banners and interviews the organization’s activists regarding the fighting 

in Syria and references to other jihadi theatres36.  

  

                                                 
36 July 2019 Telegram. 
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Reports from the Field 

Afghanistan-Pakistan 

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan  

 Select publications of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (Taliban): 

o A banner addressing the joining of over 3,500 families from sixty-four villages in Ghor province to the 

ranks of the Emirate37. 

o A banner referring to Muslim casualties in the Wardak, Baghlan and Herat provinces. The 

organization condemned the night raids of the Kabul government and the U.S. bombardments that 

led to these casualties. Further, the organization called human rights organizations to investigate the 

U.S. war crimes and prevent them from happening38. 

o An announcement by the Taliban health committee addressing the increased Afghani and U.S. forces 

attacks on hospitals and clinics throughout Afghanistan that led to harming medical teams. The 

organization called human rights organizations to investigate the U.S. war crimes and prevent them 

from happening39. 

o A response to President Trump’s statement that he could win the war in Afghanistan by killing 10 

million Afghanis. The response added that the president’s statement that he didn’t want to serve as 

the cop of Afghanistan and can’t win a war against an entire nation is a positive thing however his 

claim that he could wipe out Afghanistan and kill 10 million people is irresponsible and reprehensible. 

Further, the response said that the U.S. used all the weapons in its arsenal and still couldn’t annihilate 

Afghanistan. On the contrary, history shows that Afghanistan is the one that managed to bring down 

empires who fought against it. Moreover, the response added that President Trump should pay 

attention to the real root cause of the problem in Afghanistan and work to take practical steps 

towards a peaceful solution, such as the peace negotiations programs proposed by the Islamic 

Emirate40. 

o An announcement addressing media reports on behalf of the Pakistani Federal Bureau of 

Investigations per which the former Afghani Taliban leader Mullah Akhtar Mansour was dealing in 

real estate in Pakistan. The organization denied the reports and said that disseminating such dubious 

stories is counterproductive. The announcement added that those who wish to assist the peace in 

Afghanistan should refrain from defaming Taliban leaders41. 

o An announcement addressing the UNAMA (United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan) report 

regarding civilian casualties in the first half of 2019. The announcement said that even though the 

UNAMA report had said that many the civilian casualties resulted from U.S. raids and bombardments, 

                                                 
37 5.7.19 Telegram. 
38 9.7.19 Telegram. 
39 10.7.19 Telegram. 
40 23.7.19 Telegram. 
41 27.7.19 Telegram. 
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it didn’t reflect the real scope of casualties. Moreover, the percentage of casualties that was 

attributed to Taliban activity was exaggerated and the organization rejected it. Further, the 

organization formed a division for the prevention of civilian casualties that investigates any civilian 

involved incident and prevents it from happening. Further, the organization said attacks that were 

attributed to its activity were denied by it in real time. On the other hand, the U.S. was responsible 

for 80% of the casualties however only 18% were attributed to it. The organization advises UMANA 

and other human rights organizations to take effective steps to prevent civilian casualties to include 

an investigation of each event, find the real culprit and separate humanitarian issues from politics42.  

o A Taliban delegation headed by Mullah Brother Akhund took part in a conference with clerics and 

leadership members of Majlis al-Ulama in Indonesia. At the conference the Taliban delegates 

emphasized the current state of affairs in Afghanistan as well as the organization’s policy and 

achievements. Senior member of Majlis al-Alama as well as other dignitaries expressed their 

appreciation for the Taliban sacrifices, made some suggestions and prayed for their continued 

success. Later, all attendees had lunch together43. 

o Clips condemning ISIS and presenting it as a brutal organization that doesn’t shy away from killing its 

own members44. 

 
The Islamic State in Khurasan Province 

 Select publications of ISIS in Khurasan province: 

o A senior ISIS member shared with al-Naba (Vol. 191) the totals of three months of fighting in the 

Nangahar province. Per the source, Taliban lost most of its bases in the region and suffered heavy 

casualties trying to regain them. Moreover, the loot captured showed that the Taliban had Russian 

support. Moreover, during these three months the Taliban has lost most of its regions in Eastern 

Afghanistan and suffered heavy casualties trying to regain them. Per the source, the Taliban called 

for reinforcements from other regions in Afghanistan to assist it with the Nangahar campaign and it 

used Russian equipment as well as equipment received from a third (unnamed) country. As far as the 

above equipment, the Taliban used new model rifles and night vison equipment that it didn’t have 

in the past and even the Afghani military doesn’t possess. The source added that fighting the Taliban 

will continue until they all repent. 

o Amaaq media outlet published an infographic regarding ISIS in Khurasan’s activity in the past three 

months (April 13th through July 13th 2019) in Nangahar province. It was that during that period the 

organization managed to kill and injure 360 Taliban members and block ten Taliban attacks. 

 

                                                 
42 30.7.19 Telegram. 
43 30.7.19 Telegram. 
44 July 2019, Telegram. 
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The Amaaq infographic 

 
 

The Arabian Peninsula 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 

 Al-Malahim media outlet affiliated with AQAP published a banner refuting reports by al-Jazeera 

about forging ties between AQAP and the Bahraini regime. Within this framework the latter is being 

assisted by the former to eliminate political opponents. AQAP clarified that it never had ties with the 

Bahrainis, Saudis, Emirates or Iran and stressed that whomever wishes to disseminate such fake news 

likely wishes to ingratiate themselves with the U.S.45. 

 Hedayya media outlet, assisting with al-Qaeda propaganda in the Arabian Peninsula released a clip 

condemning ISIS titled “Allah Testifies That They Are Liars – Part 9”. In the clip ISIS is being accused 

of hurting civilians in Yemen and thus guilty of violating sharia not to hurt the innocent. The clip 

documented bodies of Yemeni civilians allegedly killed by an ISIS IED. Further, the outlet released 

another clip titled “The Khawarji Prisons in Yemen – Part 3” in which a former ISIS member described 

the oppression policy led by ISIS against its members who disagree with the direction its leadership 

is going46. In a related additional clip titled “Commemorating the War’s Anniversary: A Message from 

the Khawarji Prisoners” members of Ansar al-Sharia, affiliated with AQAP told their stories about 

fighting ISIS and how division within the ranks of mujahidin sabotages the efforts to fight the enemies 

of Islam47. 

 

Al-Sham [The Levant] 

Syria 

                                                 
45 16.7.19 Telegram 
46 4.7.19, 17.7.19 Telegram. 
47 31.7.19 Telegram. 
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Hayat Tahrir al-Sham 

 During July 2019 Hayat Tahrir al-Sham an umbrella organization for jihadists in Idlib released a few clips 

dealing with boosting fighters morale through sermons and quotes from Quran and other religious 

literature that promised them victories and presenting the enemy as weak and overcome48. 

 
 
Hurras al-Din 

 Hurras al-Din, the al-Qaeda Syrian extension issued a banner condemning an aerial attack by the 

“crusading-Zionist coalition” in western Aleppo. Per the banner, the attackers claimed to have hit a 

training camp and a base from where terror attack were launched however this was a lie because the 

attack was aimed at, and hit, an Islamic studies institute as has happened against other institutions and 

mosques in Yemen, Afghanistan and other regions in Syria. The organization’s leadership added that the 

attack purported to hurt the jihad and the Syrians and therefore the mujahidin should maintain the unity 

of their ranks49.  

 Al-Bayyan media outlet, identified with Hurras al-Din, issued an op-ed by Sheikh Bilal Khuraysat a senior 

member of the latter about the demise of Muhamad Moursi. The latter died a sudden death while being 

transported to a court hearing on charges of espionage (for Qatar) and killing demonstrators. In his 

opening statement, the writer said that Moursi acted in violation of sharia, assisted secular forces and 

contrary to his description by Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri accepted dictations from tyrannical regimes, 

adhered to the Egyptian constitution and international agreements, democracy, fought mujahidin in 

Sinai, killed Muslims in in mosques in the name of fighting terrorism “and by that complied with the 

infidel U.N.”, attended Christian celebrations, allowed night clubs and alcohol sales and supported al-Sisi 

(at the time, the Minister of Defense) and more. In light of the above the writer said he was confused by 

al-Zawahiri’s statement that Moursi paid with his life to preserve sharia50.  

 

Haridh al-Muminin 

 Haridh al-Muminin joint operations center for several rebel factions in Syria, including Hurras al-Din51: 

o Claiming responsibility for attacks against Assad troops and Shiite militias in the Idlib area; a clip 

documenting attacks on Assad’s outposts. 

o Online financing campaign titled “Jahizuna” (Arm Us) calling Muslim to donate money to the 

operations center and making contact via Telegram and WhatsApp accounts52.  

 

                                                 
48 July 2019 Telegram. 
49 1.7.19 Telegram. 
50 8.7.19 Telegram. 
51 July 2019 Telegram. 
52 13.7.19. https://bayaan.info/archives/3301 

https://bayaan.info/archives/3301
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Jahizuna (Arm Us) campaign banners 

 
 

o Infographic containing information on the joint operations center’s activity since its November 17th, 

2018 formation. The center has three major members: Hurras al-Din, Ansar al-Din and Jamaat Ansar 

al-Islam. For example, since its inception the center carried out 110 attacks which led to 451 enemy 

KIAs53. 

 

 
 

Haridh al-Muminin’s infographic 

 

Turkestan Islamic Party 

 Turkestan Islamic Party Assisting al-Sham Residents, is a jihadi Salafi organization whose membership 

are mostly Uygur Chinese and is close with al-Qaeda. The organization released a clip to commemorate 

members who have fallen in battle against enemy forces in Syria while fulfilling their jihad duty. The clip 

documented military training of members and their armed activity against Assad’s forces and the Shiite 

militias in Syria54. 

 

 

                                                 
53 13.7.19. https://bayaan.info/archives/3298 
54 15.7.19, 24.7.19 Telegram. 

https://bayaan.info/archives/3298
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Ansar al-Din 

 Ansar al-Din, a jihadi Salafi organization having ties to al-Qaeda issued an obituary to commemorate five 

members who died fighting in the Northern Aleppo outposts55. 

 

Lebanon 

ISIS 

 ISIS (in a publication in al-Naba) claimed responsibility for attacks perpetrated by one of its members 

against the Lebanese army in Tripoli. The attacker, Abd al-Rahman al-Mabsut, tried to immigrate to al-

Rakkah province in Syria via Turkey but was captured by the Turkish security forces, interrogated and 

was incarcerated for a year. Upon his release went to Lebanon and maintained ties wit ISIS together with 

some friends. The post said that he defended the Sunni population in Tripoli from the Alawi aggression. 

His last attack involved exchanging fire with Lebanese security forces during which he detonated his 

suicide vest and the blast killed two Lebanese security officers56. Some unofficial media outlets assisting 

ISIS, such as Abd al-Faqir, launched an online campaign to promote al-Mabsut’s operations and had him 

quoted saying he was willing to sacrifice his life and meet god in banners in English and Arabic57. 

 
 

 
 

Al-Faqir banner promoting al-Mabsut 

 

The Gaza Strip-Sinai Peninsula 

The Islamic State in the Sinai Peninsula 

 Select ISIS of Sinai publications: 

o Aamaq, an ISIS agency reported that ISIS operatives in Sinai captured four Egyptian army spies while 

running a road block in al-Omaria region on the al-Kantara el-Arish road. Further, following their 

arrest and interrogation the four were executed. After the fact the organization distributed banners 

discouraging the residents from collaborating with the Egyptian army or assist it with fighting ISIS in 

                                                 
55 27.7.19 Telegram. 
56 Al-Naba Vol. 189, P. 7. 
57 July 2019, Telegram. 
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any way58. 

o In Vol. 190 of al-Naba, ISIS posted an infographic detailing the attacks carried out by ISIS in the past 

three months under the title “El-Arish Attacks”. It said that during that time frame ISIS carried out 

thirty attacks against Egyptian security forces that included twenty-two IEDs, three ambushes, three 

attacks and two assassinations. Further, the above led to ninety-seven casualties (dead and injured) 

and the destruction of 17 armored vehicles59.  

 

 
 

ISIS of Sinai Infographic (al-Naba Vol. 190) 

 
 

Africa 

The Maghreb 

Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) 

 Select publications of al-Andalus media outlet, an AQIM agency: 

o A banner denying reports by Algerian Ministry of Defense about the arrest of five jihadists on charges 

they were planning to plant bombs to intentionally hurt civilian population. Per the organization, the 

regime wishes to oppress the revolution by arresting demonstrators, torturing them and executing 

them and camouflages its civilians’ persecution policy by blaming the organization. In light of the 

above, the latter clarified that it was not responsible at all for killing civilian population in Algeria and 

emphasized that it supported the Algerian people and its demands60. 

o A banner titled “About the Death of the Tyrant Beji Caid Essebsi”, Tunisia president from 2014 

through his death in July 2019. In the banner the organization expressed its joy over Essebsi’s death 

because of his alleged fighting Islam, manifested in distancing sharia from all aspect of life and 

                                                 
58 17.7.19. https://pastethis.to/MkzLfXHqSmluZI 
59 Al-Naba, Vol. 190, P. 12 
60 18.7.19 Telegram. 

https://pastethis.to/MkzLfXHqSmluZI
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fighting any religious symbol such as beards and Burqas. Essebsi has also been accused of serving his 

“Jewish and Christian masters”. Further, the banner called the Tunisians to use the momentum 

Essebsi’s death created, renew the spirit of the revolution and fight alongside their Algerian brothers 

while learning from the mistakes made in the previous revolution. The organization clarified that this 

time the demonstrators must strive for a life under sharia, removal of the foreign countries meddling 

in Tunisian affairs and protection of religious symbols. The organization warned that this time there 

is a need to make sure that the revolution will not bring another tyrant into power (one who dent 

sharia) and that at the end of the day there is no room for democracy in the life of the Islamic nation. 

If the Tunisians wish for freedom, said the organization, then they need to topple the current regime. 

Finally, the organization called the Tunisians to boost the morale of the Tunisian people and the 

Islamic nation, conduct a propaganda campaign that will demonstrate to everyone the crimes and 

plots of the Western countries, assist the mujahidin and protect their brothers in Tunisia, Algeria and 

the rest of North Africa61. 

 

Somalia 

Al-Shabab al-Mujahideen 

 Shahada media outlet, identified with al-Shabab al-Mujahidin (al-Qaeda extension in Somalia) released 

the following: 

o An announcement calling Sheikhs of tribes serving in parliament to repent and save their lives. The 

organization gave them 45 days to do so as well as register with one of the organization’s provinces’ 

administrative offices. Per the announcement the only law is sharia law and any other law is void. 

Therefore, all the elected sheikhs are promoting heresy. The announcement added that if the sheikhs 

don’t repent and cease to serve the infidels, they will not enjoy any safety and will bear the 

consequences of their actions. At the end of the announcement the organization issued a warning to 

all sheikhs living in Somalia and collaborating with the infidels and their allies in their fight against 

Muslims and sharia62. 

o Two clips (parts 13 and 14) of the series Punish them Severely to Disperse Those Who Are Behind 

Them. These clips document several attacks carried out by the organization in the Central Shabelle 

and Joba provinces. Part 13 focused on an ambush set by the organization to a car carrying two local 

parliament members in the Central Shvili province which led to the death of the latter and an attack 

on a Somali security forces road block in the same province. The clip was embedded with statements 

from Mukhtar Abu al-Zabir, the organization’s former leader, claiming that government 

representatives are enemies of Islam and the Nation, serving as agents for the occupying infidels and 

their end is near, much like those who stand behind them. Part 14 documented an attack on 

                                                 
61 26.7.19 Telegram. 
62 14.7.19 Telegram. 
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government center in the village of Def in Joba province (close to the Kenyan border). The attackers 

managed to take over the center, raise their flag on it, loot it and then blow it up. Further, the clip 

shows government vehicles being blown up by the organization during their travels in the province63. 

o A report regarding the organization’s decision to sentence to death ten spies in eastern Somalia, 

including three Somali soldiers. Per the report the spies admitted they spied for the U.S. Kenyan and 

Somali intelligence services in Joba province64. 

o A report regarding the organization’s attack on the Asasey Hotel in Kismayo which led to more than 

forty dead and sixty injured. The attack started with the detonation of a car bomb following which 

the organization’s operatives stormed the hotel that hosted a conference attended by senior 

government officials, senior security forces officers and foreign representatives. The report further 

said that the organization took complete control over the hotel and that attempts by Somali security 

forces to retake the hotel failed65. 

 

 
 

A Shahada banner claiming responsibility for the attack on the Asasey Hotel in Kismayo 
 

 
o A report for a suicide attack by an organization member in the office of the Mogadishu mayor. The 

announcement claimed that the target of the attack was the U.N.’s special envoy for Somalia, James 

Swan, who attended a meeting at Mogadishu city hall. The report said that the attack claimed several 

dead and injured among them the mayor who was critically injured. Yet the U.N.’s special envoy was 

not hurt as he had left the building a few minutes prior to the attack66. 

 

 

Iran 

Jaysh al-Adl 

 An interview with Sheikh Abd al-Rauf Riji, former spokesman for the organization. Per the story Jaysh 

                                                 
63 23.7.19; 28.7.19. http://shahadanews.com/?p=3818 
64 July 2019.  https://shahadanews.com/?p=3984 
65 July 2019. https://shahadanews.com/?p=4027; 20.7.19. https://bayaan.info/archives/3428 
66 July 2019. https://shahadanews.com/?p=4100 
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al-Adl is a jihadi Salafi organization active in Sistan and Baluchistan provinces fighting Iran for the rights 

of the Iranian Sunni population. In the interview Riji mentions that the organization was formed in 2012 

to contend with the atrocities perpetrated against Sunni by the Revolutionary Guards in the above 

provinces. He added that the main goal of the organization is to topple the Iranian regime and install a 

democratic Islamic government that will protect the rights of all minorities in Iran, especially the Sunni. 

Per him, the organization is more than 3,000 fighters strong divided to three battalions. In addition, there 

is another battalion whose job is to observe and monitor the accuracy of the activities against the regime. 

Riji added that the leader was Haj Salah al-Din Farouqi, who was one of the founders of the resistance 

in Baluchistan and a member of Jundallah (founded by Abd al-Malek Riji). Further, following the 

execution of Abd al-Malek Riji by the Iranian regime, all the Baluchistan movements are united under 

Farouqi. He added that the organization carries out dozens of attacks against the Iranian forces and taking 

prisoners. Per him, Jaysh al-Adl is an independent organization, does not have any relations with al-

Qaeda and aims to put an end to the Sunni suffering in Iran. The organization is being independently 

funded and denied any ties to the U.S., KSA or Egypt67. 

 

The Indian Subcontinent 

Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) 

 Select publications of al-Sahab media outlet serving as a platform for AQIS official publications: 

o A clip containing a speech by Usama Mahmoud, the organization’s spokesman. In the clip Mahmoud 

compared between movement who follow sharia and their goal is to install sharia as the law of the 

land and nationalistic movements active in Kashmir. He mentioned that the Pakistani regime wishes 

to cultivate the latter and them under its control and serving its secular political agenda. In light of 

the above he criticized the Pakistani regime and the latter groups and clarified that sharia is the only 

source of authority for Muslim movements’ conduct68.  

 

Ansar Ghazwat al-Hind 

 Select publications by al-Hurr media outlet, affiliated with Ansar Ghazwat al-Hind, which is identified 

with al-Qaeda in Kashmir: 

o An audio clip of the new Emir of the organization, Abd al-Hameed Lelhari (AKA Harun Abbas). In the 

clip he accused the Pakistani regime for attempting to curb the jihad in Kashmir and called for the 

formation of an independent Shura council to decide on retaliatory responses. At the beginning of 

the clip Harun Abbas mentioned that “those who bear the banner of the singularity of Allah in 

Kashmir and the Indian Subcontinent […] hold the frontline […] in the war against the pagans”. Per 

him, jihadists today face two main challenges: the first, beefing up the ranks of jihadists; the second, 

                                                 
67 28.7.19 http://www.islamist-movements.com/2486 
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protect the jihadists from the plots of the enemy. Later in his speech cautioned jihadists from turning 

on other jihadists and stressed that doing so is against sharia. Per Abbas, upon the death of Zakher 

Moussa (the former leader of the organization – killed in June 2019), the Pakistani regime 

approached him with an offer for an arms deal subject to several conditions: (i) preapprove the 

organization’s attacks; (ii) every attack to be carried out will be neither large nor having a significant 

effect. He said he had mocked the offer and added that the Pakistani regime is mistaken if they 

thought they could turn the organization into a marionette. Per Abbas, Jihadists should strive to 

achieve three goals: (i) Jihadists should stick with jiahd until the end of days in order to promote the 

implementation of sharia in Kashmir; (ii) all military activities in Kashmir should be based on decisions 

made at the leadership levels of the jihadi factions in the area prioritizing jihad over every personal 

or organizational interest and jihadists should not allow a situation where a state controls a certain 

jihadi group. At the end of this speech Abbas said that if the fighters in Kashmir agree on the above 

then a joint council, comprised of two representatives of each organization, may be formed and this 

council will be the one making the decisions in Kashmir69. In light of the above it is evident that Abbas 

wishes to unite all jihadi factions in Kashmir under one roof and act together against the Indian 

forces. This view is in line with the al-Qaeda approach that seeks to cooperate with as many jihadi 

factions as possible to better contend with the enemy. 

 

 
Harun Abbas’ clip banner 

 

The West 

 ISIS supporting Telegram channels continue disseminating threats to harm civilians and state institutions 

in the west. For example, posting banners calling Muslims in the west to perpetrate revenge attacks 

against churches in retaliation for destruction of mosques by the “crusading forces”; threatening to hit 

the White House; a threat to attack tourist attractions in Rome; mock execution of President Trump, 

President Putin and Hassan Rouhani President of Iran by jihadists;  a threat to hurt symbols of the Turkish 

regime and a description of Erdogan as protector of the crusaders’ interests70. 
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Right to left: a threat to hit Christian houses of worship around the world as revenge for the destruction of mosques; a threat to hit the Capitol 
 
 
 

 
 

Right to left: a threat to hit Rome tourist attractions; a mock execution of Trump, Putin and Rouhani 
 

 

 
Erdogan described as the “dog who guards the cross” 
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ABOUT THE ICT  

 

Founded in 1996, the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) is 

one of the leading academic institutes for counter-terrorism in the world, 

facilitating international cooperation in the global struggle against 

terrorism. ICT is an independent think tank providing expertise in 

terrorism, counter-terrorism, homeland security, threat vulnerability and 

risk assessment, intelligence analysis and national security and defense 

policy.  

ICT is a non-profit organization located at the 

Interdisciplinary Center (IDC), Herzliya, Israel which 

relies exclusively on private donations and revenue 
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GROUP MONITORING JIHADI THE ABOUT  

 
The Jihadi Websites Monitoring Group (JWMG) is a 

specialized research and analysis team at the International 

Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT). Composed of 

researchers fluent in Arabic, the JWMG monitors websites 

that support and serve the Global Jihad organizations. The 

unique 

characteristic of JWMG publications is the team's integration of diverse materials 

from a wide variety of Arabic sources. JWMG connects each source to larger trends, 

providing a complete understanding of events on both a local and a global scale. 


